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SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER 
December 20, 2023 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE 
 
INVOCATION 
 Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
    Spirit. 
 People: Amen. 
 Pastor: The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
 People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 Pastor: All those who await His appearance pray: 
 People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 Pastor: The whole creation pleads: 
 People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
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HYMN & CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

 
1 

 

 
 
 
 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

 Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 
    who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and 
    a pillar of fire by night.  Enlighten our darkness by the 
    light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet 
    and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love 
    Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, 
    Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People: Amen 

4 

PSALM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136:1-12, 23-26 
 

Pastor:   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

People:
   
Give thanks to the God of gods, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Pastor:   Give thanks to the Lord of lords,  
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

People:
  
to him who alone does great wonders, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

Pastor:  
  
to him who by understanding made the heavens, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

People: to him who spread out the earth above the waters,  
for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

Pastor:    to him who made the great lights, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

People: the sun to rule over the day, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

Pastor:   
 
the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 

People:
  
to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

Pastor:  
 
and brought Israel out from among them, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

People: with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

 

Pastor:  
  

It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 

People:
  

and rescued us from our foes, 
for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

Pastor:   he who gives food to all flesh, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

People:  Give thanks to the God of heaven, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 
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MAGNIFICAT   (Mary’s Song of Praise) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 © 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011550. 
 Public domain 
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+ WORD + 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Psalm 110:1-7 

The Lord says to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand, 
until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2 
The Lord sends forth from Zion 

    your mighty scepter. 
    Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
3 
Your people will offer themselves freely 

    on the day of your power, 
    in holy garments; 
from the womb of the morning, 
    the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4 
The Lord has sworn 

    and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever 
    after the order of Melchizedek.” 
5
 The Lord is at your right hand; 

    he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
6 
He will execute judgment among the nations, 

    filling them with corpses; 
he will shatter chiefs 
    over the wide earth. 
7 
He will drink from the brook by the way; 

    therefore he will lift up his head. 
 

  
    Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
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HANDBELL CHOIR  

     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

 

 

 
GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . Mark 1:1-15 
     Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 1st chapter. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 
As it is 

written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way, 

3 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 
4 
John appeared, 

baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

5 
And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were 

going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6 
Now John was clothed with camel's hair 

and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. 

7 
And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than 

I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 
8 
I 

have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. 
10 

And when he came up out of the water, immediately 
he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like 
a dove. 

11 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased.” 
12 

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness. 

13 
And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted 

by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 
ministering to him. 

14 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 

proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 
 Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN                    “Of the Father's Love Begotten” 
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MESSAGE             

“The Advent of Our Lord” 
Mark 1:1-15  

Pastor Ben Mai 

 

OFFERING 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VOLUNTARY 
 
 
OFFERTORY                    

  “Create in Me”  
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LITANY/PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs.  We gather, Lord, to 
hear your word and to sing our praises.  You have revealed 
Your grace and love to all people by sending Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Savior.  Prepare our hearts to 
celebrate His first coming that we may be well prepared for 
the day when He comes again.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray, Lord, for all who are sick and hurting.  We ask that 
You place Your healing hand upon them and grant them 
peace.  Be with all who minister to the sick and dying that 
they may be used by You to bring comfort.  Help us to 
remember that even as our Savior faced death, He did so 
with the assurance of the resurrection as He trusted in Your 
promise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

Pastor: Lord, we pray for our congregation and our families as we 
approach Christmas.  Watch over and protect those we love 
as they prepare to travel, and make our time together a time 
of celebration as we share Your love with one another.   
Lord, in Your mercy.   

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and 
the wisdom which comes down from heaven that Your 
Word may not be bound but have free course and be 
preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that 
in steadfast faith we may serve You and in the confession 
of Your name may abide to the end; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

People: Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
     All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
    thy  kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
    in heaven. 
       Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
        trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
    us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
    from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,  
    forever and ever.    Amen. 

 Pastor:   Let us bless the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

BLESSING 

 Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, 
     and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you now and 
     always. 
 People: Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN  

  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

 

 

 
 

 Public domain 
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Please join us for:  

 
       Christmas Eve Services:  
          10 am Traditional Service/                             
      Christmas Program  

   Christmas Eve Candlelight Services  

     5:00pm Contemporary  

7:00pm Traditional  

                

 10 am Christmas Day Service    

12/31 10 am Traditional Service 
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